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Last Month... 

B. During the Contest 

1. Listen for your name, and when announced, 
quickly take your designated position. 
2. Politely follow all directions from emcee, 
spotters, and other designated staff members. 
3. Meet and greet your partner with a smile 
and a pleasant word. 
4. Acknowledge judges (finals only). 
5. Choose a good location for your slot. 
6. Arrange your slot in the proper orientation 
as directed. 
7. Listen to song introductions until you can 
clearly hear the beat, and then stay on it! 
8.Remember to relax, breathe, and smile, and 
refrain from counting out loud or lip syncing. 
9. Accommodate, compensate, and focus on 
your partner. 
10. Consider your partner’s abilities, prefer-
ences, and limitations in choosing choreogra-
phy. 
11. Refrain from distasteful or offensive 
moves, excessive mugging or show-boating. 
12. Briefly acknowledge the audience with a 
smile or wave at the end of your performance 
(finals only). 
13. Smile and thank your partner at the end of 
the dance, even if you are unhappy. 
14. Leaders should walk their partners back to 
their chairs (finals only). 
15. Act appropriately since you will appear on 
video while both dancing and observing. 
16. At the conclusion of each dance, line up 
so that your bib number is clearly visible to 
the judges. 

by Kelly Buckwalter  

Casanova 

(Editor’s Note: Due to the length of this article, and because it con-
tains a great amount of valuable information.  This article was  pre-
sented in three parts over the last three months.  “Before the Con-
test,” “During the Contest,” and “After the Contest.”   “During the 
Contest” was published last month and is outlined in the side bar. - 
Jeanne)  

I feel qualified to give out all this advice because at onepoint or an-
other I believe I have done almost everything wrong! I hope these tips 
save you from some of the embarrassments I’ve experienced while 
learning things “the hard way”. 
     The most important thing to remember is…keep it fun! 

C. After the Contest 

1. Refrain from negative 
comments about your part-
ner, the music, the floor, the 
judges, etc. 
This is not the time to pick apart 
your partner. Save any nasty 
comments or criticisms for pri-

vate con-
versations with your closest friends. It 
is generally acknowledged that dancers 
who speak poorly of their partners are 
simply projecting their own inadequa-
cies. 

2. Don’t argue with compliments. 
Learn to say “Thank you!” gra-
ciously. 
If complimented, try not to argue with 
people by telling them all the things 
you or your partner did wrong. If you 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The Tulsa Ride 
By Wayne Brodd 

 

 It all came together in Tulsa. 

I’d been dancing for a little over four years. Going 
to classes, dancing at clubs; weekly private lessons 
for almost a year. I entered a couple of Jack and 
Jill contests throughout this last year. I got to 
travel to several cities recently and had the privi-
lege of dancing at various clubs and occasionally, 
getting a dance with a pretty good dancer. I’d also 
get to dance with the best dancer of that club at 
least once, which I appreciated. I thought if I was 
brave enough to ask these gals to dance, then 
maybe I could ask the good dancers back home to 
dance too. I danced with Lisa D’Amico back in De-
cember, Becky Burgess in January, and Samantha 
Buckwalter in early March. I’d been dancing with 
my partner Lynn for a year.  She just feels right 
when we dance.  Right size, right shape, right 
character, right everything. She always will. Then 
I got to dance with Jeanne DeGeyter at America’s 
Classic in the Female Pro-Am division in January. 
Jeanne was simply wonderful. Apart from the 
thrill of the dance itself, she made me feel special. 
I felt it in my heart. She was so kind. I'll never for-
get that experience.  
     So I knew from the feedback I was getting bet-
ter. Inside, I could feel my confidence growing. But 
I also knew that I was still doing patterns, moves 
and counting numbers. I didn’t feel that I was ac-
tually dancing yet—just coming close.  I still had 
to get beyond putting this foot here, this hand 
there, while trying to style and look cool.  
     On Saturday, March 17th, 2007— in Tulsa, at 
Jeanne DeGeyter’s Spring Swing, on St. Patrick’s 
Day—it happened.   

(Continued on page 5) 
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Raw scores can be extremely deceiving if you do not 
know a. the scoring system used, b. the judge’s 
range, c. the judges, and d. the rules! 

6. Attend the Scoring Review Session and ask 
the following question of the judges: “What 
can I do to improve my dancing?” 
When a judge answers you, don’t argue with them, 
just say, ‘Thank you!” and move on to the next 
judge. These sessions are for finalists to receive, not 
to give, feedback. 

7. Reflect on how to improve your perform-
ances, but don’t agonize over them so much that 
you ruin the event for yourself and your friends. 

8. Questions and/or Grievances? 
Ask the appropriate representative (Contestant 
Representative/Chief Judge) at the appropriate 
time (Contestant Meeting/Scoring Review Session), 
in an appropriate (non-confrontational) manner. 

9. Keep your perspective! 
A contest is only a dance! If you didn’t make finals 
and someone did who you think isn’t as good a 
dancer as you are, ask yourself this question: “Were 

(Continued on page 5) 

say, ‘Thanks, I had a lot of fun!” or “I was really 
lucky to get such a good draw!” everyone will 
think better of you. 

3. You win! (Yeah!) 
If you win or place, accept prizes and take photos 
quickly. Follow photographer’s instructions in 
positioning follower to leader’s side with bodies 
at a slight angle to the camera. Hold trophies 
and prizes straight in front at waist level. If you 
don’t feel you deserved the placement, don’t 
apologize! It is a guarantee that if you compete 
long enough you will eventually place when you 
don’t really deserve to and not place when you 
do! 

4. You don’t win! (Boo-hoo...) 
If you don’t win or place, smile during awards 
and congratulate the winners even if you do not 
agree with the results. If people tell you that 
“you should have won”, smile and say “Thank 
you!” but resist the temptation to fall into con-
versations that accuse the contest of being 
“rigged” or “politically judged”. FYI: Part of the 
Chief Judge’s duties is to review all of the judges’ 
scores for any possible bias. If a 
judge’s scores are biased, that judge is 
not invited to judge again. 

5. Study posted scores, but first 
make sure you know exactly what 
you are looking at. 
If you do not have any experience 
reading scores, ask someone who 
really “knows the score” to help you. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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If you don’t win or place, smile  
during awards and congratulate 
the winners even if you do not 

agree with the results.  

STS Member Instructors 

Jean Anderson .......918.749.2817...................anderj@earthlink.net 
Jeanne DeGeyter ...918.455.1202.............jeanne.degeyter@cox.net 
Glenda Evans.........918.630.4054................. gsedance@yahoo.com 
Dennis Holt ...........918.832.0988..................................................... 
Nick Nichols..........918.745.1305..................... Nick7790@aol.com 
Judy Singer............918.298.1228...... mustang_judy_s@yahoo.com  

 

Reflect on how to improve your 
performances, but don’t agonize 
over them so much that you ruin 
the event for yourself and your 

friends. 
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MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  WEEK 2 

STS Classes 

Bobbisox-9pm 

STS Classes 

Caravan—9pm  

   

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
  WEEK 3 

STS Classes 

Bobbisox-9pm 

STS Classes 

Caravan—9pm  

   

 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
  WEEK 4 

STS Classes 

Bobbisox-9pm 

STS Classes 

Caravan—9pm  

   

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
  WEEK 5 

STS Classes 

STS Classes 

Caravan—9pm  

   

 

28 29 30 June 1 June 2 June 3 June 4 
   WEEK 1 

STS Classes 

Bobbisox-9pm 

STS Classes 
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Judy & Doug 

Pro-Am Strictly Swing  

The Weekend 

STS CLASS SCHEDULESTS CLASS SCHEDULESTS CLASS SCHEDULESTS CLASS SCHEDULE    
CLASS DAY TIME SESSION LOCATION INSTRUCTORS* 

Beginner 1 Wed 7-8:00 pm 5 weeks Whiteside Glenda, Judy, John 

Beginner 2 Wed 8-9:00 pm 4 weeks Whiteside Glenda, Judy, John 

Intermediate 1 Wed 7-8:00 pm 5 weeks Whiteside Nick & Jean 

Intermediate 2 Wed 8-9:00 pm 4 weeks Whiteside Dennis & Judy 

Beginner Dance Wed 8-9:00 pm 5th Week Whiteside STS Instructors 

Swing Technique Thu 6-7:00 pm Weekly CLUBHOUSE Jeanne 

Workshop Review Thu 7-8:00 pm Weekly CLUBHOUSE Jeanne  

* Instructors Subject to Change  

Specialty –Hustle Thu 8-9:00 pm APRIL CLUBHOUSE Nick & Jean 

Mixer Dance Thu 8:30-10pm April 26 CLUBHOUSE STS Instructors 

COST  

$3/$4 

$3/$4 

$3/$4 

$3/$4 

Free to pd students 

$4/$5 

$4/$5 

$4/$5 

$3 

STS Calendar  

For more details on Class descriptions, go to the STS Website, and click on “Classes”. 

Class Session Start Dates:  May 30, July 11, August 15, September 19 

Upcoming STS Parties:  June 16, August 18, October 20, December 15 

Upcoming Specialty Classes:  Jun(Cha), Jul(Triple-2S), Aug (ECS), Sep (NC2) 
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Swing Dance at 
the Clubhouse 

Beginner  

Dance 

 Mixer Dance 
8:30-10 

SPECIALTY DANCE OF THE 
MONTH: HUSTLE 

with Nick & Jean—Thursdays 

2007 SOUTHWEST REGIONALS 
Tulsa, OK 

www.SwingTulsaStyle.com/SWRDA.htm 

General Meeting 
@ 8pm 

Swing Dance at 
the Clubhouse 

Swing Dance at 
the Clubhouse 
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the worst 15 seconds of my dance bet-
ter than the best 15 seconds of their 
dance?”. Remember the judges can 
only base their decisions on what they 
actually saw of you during your heat! 

10. Don’t expect feedback from 
the judges after the Scoring Re-
view Session has concluded. 
It is your responsibility to ask ques-
tions at the right time, and the judges 
deserve to have a little fun too! Once a 
competition has ended don’t expect 
the judges to remember your dance a 
week or two later. Chances are they 
have judged several other competi-
tions since they last saw you and 
won’t even remember your specific 
dance. 

© 1994-2004 Kelly Casanova 
(Buckwalter) Revised 2000 

(Kelly Casanova is a nationally 

recognized competitor and judge, 

regularly judging NASDE events, 

including the US OPEN.) 

(Continued from page 3) 

     Michael Stephens described it when he ex-
plained that he calls it ‘The Ride." A man doesn’t 
get to go for a ‘ride’ until he progresses to a spe-
cific point in dancing. He has just so many moves 

in his inventory. The lady gets to ride through his 
inventory of moves—the side passes, whip step 
variations, and spins that he can lead. But even-
tually he runs out of moves, so he repeats what 
he knows. So each woman gets a different “ride” 
with each man, but the man has pretty much the 
same ride with each dance—until he progresses 
past the patterns, and begins to hear—really 
hear—the music. When he can hear the music 
rise and fall, swell and recede, find the rhythms, 
the bass line beat, cymbals tick, rim shots...when 
he can hit a break, anticipate a lyric and catch a 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 7) 

So each woman gets a different 
“ride” with each man, but the man 
has pretty much the same ride with 

each dance. 
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note being stretched…when he hears that and 
can align his movements to those tones, that 
is…be in sync with the MUSIC itself… then …for 
the first time…he gets to go for a ride. 
     I went for my first ride in Tulsa.  In a way, I 
felt it coming. I began to look forward to the late 
nights past midnight, when I began to just play,  
departing from the standard patterns, creating  
my own.  
     At my last lesson with David Appell, he left 
me with the thought: Dance the Lady.  I danced 
the lady, but that felt too strong of a mind set, but 
even better, dance with the lady.  However it got 
communicated, I carried that thought with me all 
week. 
     Donese and I were getting there. She took me 
there. It actually happened several times with 
her. It’s just that we didn’t get to keep on. We’d 

get right up to that point, and then we’d have to 
call it a night and go home. But we’d finish a 
dance, and know that something special just hap-
pened. It was an awakening.  It was a realization 
that just about took my breath away and a feeling 
that we  just went into a different dimension. 
     Saturday, in Tulsa, I took that ride all night 
long. It all came together Saturday night. I could 
see it. I could feel it. I could dance it. I could 
dance with anyone and feel that they felt it too. I 
wasn’t afraid to ask any of the ladies to dance—
my confidence was high. I could dance easily with 
Jeanne, Becky, Deana, Judy, Enola, Ilona, with 
the young one with black hair, Helena, Jessica, 
Glenda—with anyone.  I could see the connection  
in their faces, in the way the lady moved with me. 
I could sense it in how we played, and listened, 
and experimented, and found that it was all 
working. I could see the enjoyment in their faces. 
I could hear the music and FEEL it inside me. It 
was exhilarating!  For the first time in my life, I 
went for that "Ride" in Tulsa. 
     I was dancing. 

Wayne Brodd is a Houston dancer who has been 

traveling the dance circuit lately to expand his 

dance horizons.  As you can tell from his writing, 

many of us in Tulsa had the pleasure to be a part 

of Wayne’s dance “Awakening.” 

(Continued from page 5) 

We’d finish a dance, and know that  
something special just happened. It was 
an awakening.  It was a realization that 
just about took my breath away and a 

feeling that we just went into  
a different dimension. 
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Swing Tulsa Style 
Dance Club 

Annual MEMBERSHIP 

Annual Dues 
� Single -$24  
� Family- $36 
     ————— 
� New Member 
� Renewal 
� Modification 

�Name ___________________________________________  Birthday : ____/____/ XX 

�Address ____________________________________________________________  

�City____________________________________  ST_______Zip_______________  

�Phone:  (H) (________) _______- ________       �(W) (________) _______- ________ 

�Occupation_______________________________________   

�Email___________________________________________________________________ 

                       Additional family member living in the same Household. 

�Name ______________________________________ Birthday : ____/____/ XX 

�Email___________________________________________________________________ 

For STS Office Use:  
Date Joined: __________ 
Amount Due: $ _______        
    �Cash   �Check    
    #:______________ 

� YES! The information marked above () may be published in the STS Member Directory. STS MEMBER DIRECTORY 

4012 South Marion  
Tulsa, OK 74135 
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CLUBHouse    � 2735 South Memorial 

P.O. Box 35813  � Tulsa, OK 74153 

If not, get signed up today.  You can sign up from the  
STS website: www.swingtulsastyle.com/email.htm 

or go directly to: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SwingTulsaStyle  

It’s quick, easy and keeps you up-to-date with the special  
announcements and last minute notifications! 

• Specialty Dance of the Month: Hustle 
• Get your Registration in for the Upcoming  

SouthWest Regionals Championships  
(Tulsa, May 25-27, 2007) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 5/ 5 Nick Nichols 

 5/7 Michele Fowler 

 5/13 Judy Beaver 

 5/19 Keith Ross 

 5/20 Carol Best 

 5/22 Penny Rose 
 5/27 Ray Hucek 


