
 
 
 
 

OKLAHOMA / KANSAS STATE 
 

SWING DANCE ASSOCIATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARTICLES 
 

OF 
 

ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 

as revised May 15, 2010 
 

 



OKSSDA Articles of Association                                                                                                     as revised May 15, 2010 
 
  

Page 1 

 
I NAME OF THE ASSOCIATION 

A. Oklahoma / Kansas State Swing Dance Association.  Hereafter referred to as OKSSDA. 
 
 
II  PURPOSE OF THE ASSOCIATION 
 

A. To preserve and promote, while maintaining the characteristic style of the dance commonly 
called the "Swing". 

 
B. To administer the Articles of Association for the orderly conduct to be followed during these 

functions so that they run without confusion, thereby making for a more harmonious meeting. 
 

C. To promote friendly dance contests for the purpose of improving the quality of the dance. 
 

D. To maintain a Board of Supervisors to oversee the business of the Association. 
 
 
III  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

A. Three (3) elected supervisors (delegates) from each club shall serve for a term as specified  by 
their respective club. 

 
B. The Host Club shall be responsible for electing a delegate who shall act as presiding officer and 

have the chairmanship for any meeting held prior to the contest they are to host.  Board meetings 
will be called by the Host Club for the upcoming contests. 

 
C. The Chairman shall appoint an Official Secretary to take minutes and a Sergeant- At-Arms who 

will maintain order and see that Roberts' Rules of Order are followed. 
 

D. Parliamentary Authority:  Roberts' Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall be the authority for all 
matters of procedure not specifically covered by the Articles. 

 
E. Amendments:  Any revision and/or new amendments must be carried by two-thirds (2/3) 

majority vote of the delegates present with at least two-thirds (2/3) of the member clubs present. 
 

F. The Board of Supervisors shall interpret and administer the Articles of Association that have 
been approved by the member clubs.  They also shall make recommendations for changes in the 
Articles for approval by the Board of Supervisors. 

 
G. Other state, regional or national association rules shall not govern the OKLAHOMA KANSAS 

STATE SWING DANCE ASSOCIATION.  Only OKSSDA by-laws, guidelines and rules shall 
apply to members of this association. 

 
H. Meetings 
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1. The Host Club shall schedule and host a Pre-Competition meeting on the third or forth 

Saturday in April. The meeting will be held in the city of the Host Club. The Host Club shall 
preside over and bear the cost of this meeting. 
 

2. The outgoing Host Club will transfer control of current records to next year's Host Club at 
the close of the Pre Competition meeting, along with the transfer of all remaining records.  
Revised by-laws incorporating any changes from the Pre Competition meetings shall be 
completed and sent out to all clubs within 30 days following the Pre Competition meeting.  If 
possible, transfer to the new Host Club shall be by disk or e-mail to provide an electronic 
document from which to continue. 
 

3. It is advisable for each member club to retain a record book of the minutes of each meeting; 
however, the official records and minutes will be maintained by Bing Wines. 
 

4. All meetings shall be open.  Only the Board of Supervisors shall have voice and vote. 
Discussions on a motion will be limited to fifteen minutes and vote will be called at sixteen 
minutes after motion is made.   
 

5. The Host Club shall notify all other clubs of any and all scheduled meetings a full four (4) 
weeks prior to said meetings.  Failure to do so will result in that meeting not being OKSSDA 
sanctioned.  Telephone or e-mail notices to presidents or judging coordinators, followed by a 
letter, shall be accepted as long as that call or e-mail establishes a definite date and place. 
 

6. Should the majority of member clubs deem it necessary to have an emergency meeting, then 
it shall be accepted by OKSSDA as good cause.  The Host Club may use a conference call 
vote of the delegates of each club in lieu of a meeting. 

 
IV  MEMBERSHIP IN THE ASSOCIATION 
 

A. This Association is open to Swing dance clubs that meet requirements as specified in the Articles 
of Association. 

 
B. Member clubs shall rotate the responsibility for hosting the dance contests.  Each Host Club will 

inform the Association of the location and the date of the contest at the Pre-Contest meeting. 
 

1. THE SCHEDULED ROTATION is as follows: 
 

·  2010…Swing Tulsa Style 
·  2011…Oklahoma City Swing Dance Club 
·  2012…River City Swing Club 
·  2013…Wichita Dance Beat Club  
·  2014…Tulsa Swing Club 
·  2015… Sooner Dance Club  

 
2. If any other club joins the OKLAHOMA / KANSAS STATE SWING DANCE 

ASSOCIATION, that club will be put at the bottom of the scheduled rotation; all current 
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participating clubs should have one (1) full term of hosting the State Contest before a new 
club hosts.  Any modifications in rotation must be approved by the club(s) whose scheduled 
rotation is affected. 

 
3. Any club which feels that they are not able to host the State Contest will mail a statement to 

that effect with the signatures of all their club's executive officers to each member club in the 
Association one (1) year in advance of the contest, in which case responsibility shall fall to 
the next club in the rotation schedule. 

 
C. All clubs shall be members in good standing, abide by the Articles of Association, and 

participate in the events. 
 

D. To Join the Association 
 

1. Any club desiring to join the OKSSDA shall deliver to the Association Chairperson the 
following material, at least ninety (90) days prior to the next event, for which the Host Club 
can call a Special Meeting:. 

 
(a) A written request, signed by all club officers, to become a member of the OKSSDA. 

 
(b) State they have studied the Articles of Association for the OKSSDA and will abide by 

them. 
 

(c) A current copy of their State Charter and Bylaws signed by all club officers. 
 

(d) State they will have total responsibility for conducting an OKLAHOMA / KANSAS 
STATE SWING DANCE ASSOCIATION event according to the scheduled rotation. 

 
(e) A list of at least 25 current members to include addresses and phone numbers. 

 
2. Only incorporated non-profit swing dance clubs within the states of Oklahoma or Kansas 

may be members of the OKSSDA. 
 
3. At least one representative of the club that applied for membership must be present at the 

meeting for application consideration. 
 

4. The application must be approved by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the delegates present 
as explained in Article III, Paragraph E. 

 
E. Clubs that do not come to the meetings of the OKSSDA Board of Supervisors or do not support 

the annual State Swing Dance Contest with either contestants or judges shall, after the first year 
of absence, be notified that if they are absent a second year, their membership shall be dropped 
from the Association. 

 
F. If a club is dropped from membership, they automatically relinquish their position on the 

calendar to host the OKSSDA Championship and the calendar automatically moves up one slot. 
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V OKLAHOMA / KANSAS STATE SWING DANCE CONTESTS 
 
 

A. GENERAL  
 

1. The contest will be called "OKLAHOMA / KANSAS STATE SWING DANCE       
CHAMPIONSHIP".  

2. Contestants, judges and other officials must be members in good standing with their 
respective clubs and subject to OKSSDA approval.  They must be qualified to participate 
under the rules of the Association.  Member clubs shall furnish dancers and officials for these 
functions.  

 
3. To be eligible to compete in any OKSSDA contest, a contestant must have their legal 

residence in the state of the club for which that contestant wishes to compete 
 

4. The number of contestants will be limited to four (4) couples or eight (8) individuals per 
class of competition per club and one (1) team entry. However, the number of entries per 
club for either Male or Female Non-Am/Am Strictly Swing will be limited to nine (9) 
couples each or eighteen (18) individuals per contest. 

 
5. An alternate couple will not be considered as contestants unless replacing a withdrawn 

couple in their class.  Each club may submit one alternate couple per class.  Any couple 
dancing in the contest (contestant  or alternate) shall compete for a trophy in their class.  
Alternate couples' points will not  be computed for the team trophy unless they compete. 

 
6.  Contests are to be held on a Friday/Saturday (and Sunday, at the host club’s discretion) on 

the first or second weekend in November.  The Club acting as Host has total responsibility 
for the function, including scheduling of class competition times.  Notification by the Host 
Club to the other OKSSDA member clubs of contest site, date, cost of motel rooms, cost of 
admission, etc., shall be made at the pre-contest meeting. 
 

7. Filming of the contest must be provided by the Host Club, not to interfere with the judges, 
contestants and audience.       

 
8. Member Clubs shall submit their contestants' entry forms, contestants’ weekend ticket 

moneys, and a list of eligible judges, in writing, to the Host Club, postmarked at least 30 days 
prior to the contest.  An exception to the 30-day rule is provided for Strictly Swing contests 
(see “F.1. Entry Deadline and Waiver”) 

 
9. Any competition other than a city sponsored competition (limited to clubs with city limits) is 

of equal or higher rank than the OKLAHOMA / KANSAS STATE SWING DANCE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
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10.  PREJUDGING SEMINAR:  A mandatory prejudging seminar for contestants and judges 
covering all categories of judging will be held prior to the contest. All questions will be 
discussed at this time. 

 
11. Admission Age - All OKSSDA contests will remain in compliance with OKLAHOMA 

STATE Statute Title 37, Section 590 (May 7, 1987).  The Host Club will allow admission of 
persons of any age to the site of the party and competition as spectators. Any person creating 
a disturbance may be asked to leave by the Host Club.  The Host Club will make the bar a 
designated area. 

 
12. A contest will be defined as an event consisting of at least four or more couples in any class.  

Individual trophies will be awarded if the Host Club elects to allow a class to dance with less 
than four couples.  In the case where less than four couples are allowed to dance in a class, 
the winning couple(s) will not be required to move out of that class, but their points and their 
scores will be counted toward the OKSSDA trophy. 

 
13. The Host Club must provide a variable speed CD player, amplifier and speakers that are 

clearly audible to the contestants.  
 

14. Host clubs must provide, for all heated contests, competitor bib numbers in sufficient 
quantities to ensure each competitor will have a unique identifying number and safety pins. 

 
15. Should the Host Club make an exception for the deadline for the list of judges or dancers to 

anyone or any club, then that exception shall be extended to all dancers or clubs. 
 

16. All non-Host Clubs must purchase eight (8) event tickets from the Host Club at the ticket 
price established and announced by the Host Club.  This purchase by cash or check is to be 
made not later than the date of the Pre-Competition meeting preceding each OKSSDA   
Championship.  Any association club not purchasing the required 8 tickets a) will be 
removed from their place on the schedule of rotating Host Clubs and placed at the bottom of 
the rotation schedule following  the Competition meeting and b) will not be allowed to 
compete or judge in the upcoming contest. 

 
17. DANCE FLOOR:  The floor shall be a continuous surface clean and dry, clear of 

obstructions, additives, damaging props and height that restricts freedom of movement. It is 
suggested that the dance floor be a minimum of 1,500 square feet. 

 
18. PREVIOUS WINNER ANNOUNCEMENT:  No previous winners of any competition will 

be announced or exhibitions presented prior to the competition if a competitor is entered in 
the contest for that day. 

 
19. BALLROOM:  It is suggested that the Ballroom be a minimum of 5,000 square feet. 

 
B. QUALIFICATIONS FOR CLASSES  
 

1. GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS 
 



OKSSDA Articles of Association                                                                                                     as revised May 15, 2010 
 
  

Page 6 

Competitors for OKSSDA contests:  
 

(a) Must be a member of a participating club and in good standing with that club at least 30 
days prior to the scheduled date of the contest to dance for that club. 

 
(b) May represent only one dance club during the weekend, and must be qualified by their 

respective Club. 
 

(c) Must purchase a weekend ticket. 
 

(d) Must be at least twelve (12) years of age. 
 

(e) Must be a male leader and a female follower. 
 

(f) Must dance as the same “Class” all weekend, as claimed on the contest entry form. (see 
attachment 3) 

 
(g) May compete in multiple contests, but must have a different partner for each contest. 

(Jack & Jills’ exempted)   
 

(h) Will not have their class status affected by competing in or winning OKSSDA Jack & Jill 
contests. 

 
2. NEWCOMER CLASS 
 

(a) This Class is for beginners or less experienced dancers who: 
 

(b) Have not won any swing dance competitions at the State level or higher.  
 

(c) Have not danced more than two (2) times in any type of partner dance competition, 
regardless of the number of couples in that class.  This specifically includes, but is not 
limited to: swing, country and western, ballroom competitions, etc. 

 
(d) Have not been a paid instructor in any form of dance. 

 
 

3. NOVICE CLASS 
 

(a) This Class is for less experienced dancers who do not qualify as a Newcomer, who:  
 

(b) Have not danced as an INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED NOVICE, ADVANCED, 
OPEN, or PRO class dancer, or the equivalent of any of the preceding, in a competition 
of equal or higher rank, regardless of the number of couples in the contest in which the 
competitor danced.  

 
(c) Have not been a full or part-time instructor earning more than $500 for the past two (2) 

years. 
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(d) Have not won or earned $500 or more in prizes or cash awards (trophies exempted), 

during the past two (2) years from performing or competing in any dance event. 
 

4. INTERMEDIATE CLASS 
 

(a) This Class is for dancers who do not qualify as a NEWCOMER or NOVICE, who:  
 

(b) Have not competed as an Advanced, OPEN, or PRO class dancer, or the equivalent of 
any of the preceding, in a competition of equal or higher rank, regardless of the number 
of couples in the contest in which the competitor danced.  

 
5. ADVANCED CLASS 
 

This Class for experienced dancers who do not qualify as a NEWCOMER, NOVICE, or  
 

(a) Has competed as an ADVANCED, OPEN, or PRO class dancer, or the equivalent of any 
of the preceding, in a competition of equal or higher rank, regardless of the number of 
couples in the contest in which the competitor danced.  
 

(b) Anyone may dance this class, but may no longer dance below the Advanced level at 
future OKSSDA contests. 

 
6. OPEN CLASS 

 
This class is an unused class.  Dancers who previously danced as an OPEN dancer must 
dance in the Advanced Class. 

 
7. MASTERS  

 
This Class is for dancers who are 40 years of age, or older, prior to the scheduled date of the 
contest, AND who have a combined age with their partner totaling 100 years or more. 

 
8. “Non-AM/AM” & “AM” IN “Non-AM/AM” CONTESTS 

(Note for Clarification:  The “Non-Am” replaces the former definition for Pro.) 
 
The Female and Male Non-AM/AM contests are for an experienced dancer (the “NonAM”) 
dancing with a less experienced dancer (the “AM), where the couple meets the following 
requirements:  

 
(a) The “AM” must qualify as a NEWCOMER or NOVICE Class dancer 

 
(b) The “AM” may not have placed first two (2) times as an “AM” in any of the Non-

AM/AM Contests or previous OKSSDA Pro-Am contests. 
 

 



OKSSDA Articles of Association                                                                                                     as revised May 15, 2010 
 
  

Page 8 

C. CONTEST RULES 
·  Newcomer Traditional 
·  Novice Progressive 
·  Intermediate/Advanced Contemporary 
·  Non-Am/Am Routine 
·  Masters Routine 
·  Newcomer Strictly Swing 
·  Novice Strictly Swing 
·  Female Non-Am/Am Strictly Swing 
·  Male Non-Am/Am Strictly Swing 
·  Intermediate/Advanced Strictly Swing 
·  Masters Strictly Swing 
·  Teams 
·  Newcomer/Novice Jack & Jill*  
·  Intermediate/Advanced Jack & Jill*  

*Jack and Jill Contests do not count toward the Club Trophy 
 

1. NEWCOMER TRADITIONAL CONTEST 
 

(a) Any dancer who qualifies as a NEWCOMER dancer may enter this category. 
 

(b) This contest must be danced in the Traditional style of dance. 
 

(c) Winners of this contest may not compete in this contest again. 
 

2. NOVICE PROGRESSIVE CONTEST 
 

(a) Any dancer who qualifies as a NOVICE dancer may enter this category. 
 

(b) This contest will be danced in the Progressive style of dance. 
 

(c) Winners of this contest may still compete in the Newcomer Strictly Swing, provided they 
still meet the qualifications. 

 
(d) Any dancer who has placed first in the Novice Progressive (or equivalent) OKSSDA 

contest, or in any other Novice Routine contest at an event of equal or higher rank may 
not compete in this contest. 

 
3. INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED CONTEMPORARY CONTEST 

 
(a) Any dancer who qualifies as Intermediate, or Advanced class may enter this contest. 

 
(b) This contest will be danced in the Contemporary style of dance. 
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(c) An Intermediate dancer who has placed first in the Int/Adv Contemporary (or equivalent) 
OKSSDA contest, or in any other Intermediate Routine contests at an event of equal or 
higher rank may compete in future contests, but only as an Advanced dancer. 

 
4. Non-AM/AM ROUTINE CONTEST 

(Note for Clarification:  This contest replaces the Pro-Am Routine Contest.) 
 

(a) Couples with one qualified NON-AM and one qualified AM may dance this contest. 
 

(b) This contest may be danced in the Traditional or Contemporary style of dance. 
 

(c) The First Place AM of this contest may dance this contest in future competitions, but 
must compete with a different Non-AM.  The First Place AM of this contest is not 
prohibited from dancing Non-AM/AM Strictly Swing with the same Non-AM.  

 
(d) An AM who wins two (2) times in this contest may not compete in this contest again.   

 
5. MASTERS ROUTINE CONTEST 

 
(a) This contest may be danced in the Traditional or Contemporary style of dance. 

 
(b) Competing in this contest does not affect the status of the dancers’ class in other contests. 

 
(c) Winning this contest does not affect eligibility for future entries in this contest. 

 
6. NEWCOMER STRICTLY SWING CONTEST 

 
(a) Any dancer who qualifies as NEWCOMER may dance this contest. 
 
(b) This contest will be danced in the Strictly Swing style of dance. 

 
(c) First place winners of this contest may dance this contest in future competitions, but must 

compete with a different partner.  
 

(d) Any dancer who has placed first in the Newcomer Strictly Swing (or equivalent) 
OKSSDA contest, or in any other Newcomer Strictly Swing contest at an event of equal 
or higher rank may not compete with that same partner in this contest. 

 
(e) Dancers who have placed First in this contest on two separate occasions may no longer 

compete in this contest. 
 

7. NOVICE STRICTLY SWING CONTEST 
 

(a) Any dancer who qualifies as NOVICE may dance this contest. 
 

(b) This contest will be danced in the Strictly Swing style of dance. 
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(c) First place winners of this contest may dance this contest in future competitions, but must 
compete with a different partner.  

 
(d) Any dancer who has placed first in the Novice Strictly Swing (or equivalent) OKSSDA 

contest, or in any other Novice Strictly Swing contest at an event of equal or higher rank 
may not compete with that same partner in this contest. 

 
(e) Dancers who have placed First in this contest on two separate occasions may no longer 

compete in this contest. 
 

8. MALE & FEMALE “Non-AM/AM” STRICTLY SWING CONTESTS 
(Note for Clarification:  These contests replace the Male and Female Pro-Am Strictly Swing 
Contests.) 

 
(a) Couples with one qualified AM and one qualified may dance this contest.   Non-Ams 

may dance with a maximum of 4 ams. (Each club is limited to 9 couples total.) 
 
(b) This contest will be danced in the Strictly Swing Style of dance. 

 
(c) Competing in this contest does not affect the status of the AM’s class. 

 
(d) The First Place AM of this contest may dance this contest in future competitions, but 

must compete with a different NonAM.  The First Place AM of this contest is not 
prohibited from dancing the Non-AM routine contest with the same Non-AM.  

 
(e) An AM who wins 2 times in this contest may not compete in this contest again as an AM.   

 
(f) The First Place Non-AM of this contest may dance this contest in future competitions, 

but must compete with a different AM. 
 

9. INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED STRICTLY SWING CONTEST 
 

(a) Any dancer who qualifies as INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED or OPEN class may enter 
this contest. 

 
(b) This contest will be danced in the Strictly Swing style of dance. 

 
(c) Intermediate Dancers who place first in this contest must compete in this contest in the 

future as an Advanced dancer. 
 

(d) Any dancer who has placed first in the Intermediate/Advanced Strictly Swing (or 
equivalent) OKSSDA contest, or in any other Intermediate or Advanced Strictly Swing 
contest at an event of equal or higher rank may not compete with that same partner in this 
contest. 
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10. MASTERS STRICTLY SWING CONTEST 
 

(a) This contest will be danced in the Strictly Swing style of dance. 
 

(b) Competing in this contest does not affect the status of the dancers’ class in other contests. 
 

(c) Winning this contest does not affect eligibility for future entries in this contest. 
 

11. TEAMS CONTEST 
 

(a) Swing Content:  Minimum of 2-1/2 minutes 
 

(b) Limitations & Allowances:  All “tricks” must be considered safe for all dancers involved.  
A team must have a minimum of four (4) couples. 

 
(c) Costumes:  Costumes should be worn. 

 
(d) Choreography:  Choreographed routines are required. 

 
(e) Time:  Maximum of five (5) minutes from introduction to exit. 

 
(f) Music:  Teams must provide their own music  

 
12. NEWCOMER/NOVICE JACK & JILL CONTEST 

 
(a) Any dancer who qualifies as NEWCOMER or NOVICE may compete in this contest. 

 
(b) This contest will be danced in the Jack & Jill style of dance. 

 
(c) Competing in or winning this contest does not affect the status of the dancers’ class. 

 
13. INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED JACK & JILL CONTEST 
 

(a) Any dancer who qualifies as an INTERMEDIATE NOVICE or ADVANCED class 
dancer may compete in this contest. 

 
(b) This contest will be danced in the Jack & Jill style of dance. 

 
(c) Competing in or winning this contest does not affect the status of the dancers’ class.  

 
D. COMPETITION STYLES  

 
1. TRADITIONAL 

 
(a) Swing Content: Traditional routines must be 100% “Swing Content.” 
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(b) Limitations & Allowances: “Apart Dancing” is not permitted.  Lifts, drops, and aerials 
are not allowed. “Leveraged moves” are permitted.  Props are permitted, but contestants 
may not have third party assistance. 

(c) Costumes: “Costumes” are not allowed, but dramatic, tasteful dance clothing or 
complementary outfits suitable for social dancing are acceptable. 

 
(d) Choreography: Choreographed routines are allowed. 

 
(e) Time: Contestants will dance for a minimum of two (2) minutes and a maximum of three 

(3) minutes. 
 

(f) Music: Contestants must provide their own music. 
 

2. PROGRESSIVE  
 

(a) Swing Content: Progressive routines must be 80% “Swing Content.” 
 

(b) Limitations & Allowances: Aerials are not allowed. Up to 3 lifts and drops are permitted.  
Entrances of up to 15 seconds with “Apart Dancing” are allowed.  Side-by-side steps in 
which the partners remain in contact are allowed. Props are permitted, but contestants 
may not have third party assistance. 

 
(c) Costumes: “Costumes” may be worn, but are not required. 

 
(d) Choreography: Choreographed routines are preferred. 

 
(e) Time: Contestants will dance for a minimum of two (2) minutes and a maximum of three 

(3) minutes. 
 

(f) Music: Contestants must provide their own music. 
 

3. CONTEMPORARY  
 

(a) Swing Content: Contemporary routines must be 75% “Swing Content.” 
 

(b) Limitations & Allowances: “Apart Dancing,” “Partner Weight Support Moves” and 
“Aerials” are allowed.  Props are permitted, but contestants may not have third party 
assistance. 

 
(c) Costumes: “Costumes” may be worn, but are not required. 

 
(d) Choreography: Choreographed routines are preferred. 

 
(e) Time: Contestants will dance for a minimum of two (2) minutes and a maximum of three 

(3) minutes. 
 

(f) Music: Contestants must provide their own music. 
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4. STRICTLY SWING    
 

(a) Swing Content: Strictly Swing is a social dance contest and must be 100% “Swing 
Content.” 

 
(b) Limitations & Allowances: “Apart Dancing” is not permitted.  “Partner Weight Support 

Moves” are not allowed.  Props are not permitted. “Leveraged moves or leans” are 
allowed.  In the Intermediate/Advanced and Non-Am/Am Strictly Swing Contests, 
Partner weight support moves are permitted, but both dancers must keep at least one foot 
on the floor at all times. 

 
(c) Costumes: “Costumes” are not allowed, but dramatic, tasteful dance clothing or 

complementary outfits suitable for social dancing are acceptable. 
 

(d) Choreography:  “Prearranged Choreography” is not allowed and will be penalized at the 
discretion of the judges. 

 
(e) Time: Contestants dancing in the spotlight format will dance 1-1/2 – 2 minutes.  

Contestants dancing in the heated format will dance 2 – 2-1/2 minutes. 
 

(f) Music: Contestants will use draw music, which is to be provided by the Host Club.  The 
Host Club shall choose these dance songs from a list of five (5) slow and five (5) fast 
songs submitted by each Club each year.  These songs/music must be submitted at the 
pre-competition meeting.  The dancers will be permitted to draw their music from one of 
two speed ranges: 100 -115 or 116 -130 BPM.  Contestants dancing in the heated format 
will dance to 110 - 120 BPM. 

 
(g) Format:  Strictly Swing couples will dance in either a spotlight format or a  heated format 

of no more than four (4) couples per heat, at the discretion of the host Club. 
 

5. JACK & JILL 
 

(a) The Jack & Jill Contests are optional, at the discretion of the Host Club. 
 

(b) Competing or winning an OKSSDA Jack & Jill contest does not affect the status of the 
dancer’s class. 

 
(c) The following are suggested guidelines: 

 
(i) Jack and Jill competitions are social dance contests and must be 100% Swing 

Content. 
 
(ii)  Each Jack & Jill contest will be limited to the first twenty (20) men (leaders) and 

women (followers) to sign-up for the contest. 
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(iii)Contestants will draw for partners.  Luck-of-the-draw prevails. 

 
(iv) Eliminations will be done in heats of five (5) couples. 

 
(v) Five couples will advance to the finals. 

 
(vi) Each couple will be allowed to dance an equal amount of time of 1-1/2 to 2 minutes. 

 
(vii)  If the Host Club chooses to hold both Newcomer/Novice Jack & Jill and an 

Intermediate/Advanced Jack and Jill contests, dancers should qualify under the 
suggested qualifications for each class. 

 
(d) Music: Contestants will dance to the music provided by the Host Club.  The Host Club 

shall choose these dance songs from a list of five (5) slow and five (5) fast songs 
submitted by each Club each year.  These songs/music must be submitted at the pre-
competition meeting.  Contestants dancing in the Jack and Jill format will dance to 100-
130  BPM. 

 

E. DEFINITIONS  
 
1. Swing Content:  The portion of dancing composed of recognizable swing moves or patterns, 

as determined by the judges’ discretion.  Apart dancing, lifts, drops, aerials, and other non-
swing moves, originating from non-Swing patterns will not be considered as a portion of the 
required swing content. 

 
2. Partner Weight Support Moves: Moves in which one partner supports a portion of the other 

partner’s weight, in a manner that could not be supported alone.  Includes: lifts, aerials, 
drops, drop-slides, layovers, and splits. 

 
(a) Lift : A partner weight support move with one partner’s weight supported by the other 

partner, with both feet off the ground. 
 
(b) Aerial: Any lift where dancers break connection in the air. 

 
(c) Drop: partner weight support move with the partner’s head below the waist.  (layovers, 

slides or splits with head below the waist are considered a drop). 
 

3. Leveraged Moves or Leans:  Moves in which both partners share the support of their weight, 
while both maintain floor contact.   

 
4. Apart Dancing:  Dance steps, other than basic partner dance patterns, executed while not 

maintaining contact with a partner, which are not considered leadable on a social dance floor.  
This does not include momentary losses of contact during free spins or within a single swing 
pattern. 
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5. Costumes:  Attire that is specifically designed or selected for a couple’s competition and 
would not generally be worn on the social dance floor. 

 
6. Pre-Arranged Choreography:  In regards to Strictly Swing and Jack & Jill contests, 

Prearranged Choreography is any segment of the dance that, in the opinion of the judges, 
consists of movements or patterns that ignore appropriate interpretation of the music. 

 
7. Error:  An apparent unintentional breach of the OKSSDA Rules.  

 
8. Violation:  A serious and apparently intentional breach of the OKSSDA Rules. 

 

F. CONTESTANT INFORMATION  
 

1. ENTRY DEADLINE & WAIVER 
 

(a) The entry deadline for all Routine contests is 30 days prior to the competition.  All 
contest entries must be pre-approved by a club rep for which the dancers are competing.  
No entries will be accepted by the Host Club from competitors without Club approval, 
evidenced by Club Rep signature on the mail-in form (see attachment 3) or verification 
by the Host Club.  The Host Club is responsible to verify ALL entries (including cross-
club entries) with the applicable club(s). Club reps are responsible to monitor the 
maximum number of entries per division for their own club.  ALL on-site entries must be 
signed by or submitted by Club Reps.  

 
(b) All contestants must complete and sign a waiver form.  No one may compete without 

completing and returning this form through their official club representative to the Host 
Club no later than the Dancer’s Meeting. 

 
(c) Purchase of a weekend ticket, or proof of a weekend ticket purchase, should accompany 

the entry/waiver form. 
 

(d) Contestants must declare the same class status for all contests. 
 

(e) Late entries are generally not allowed, but may be accepted at the discretion of the Host 
Club.  Late entries must be submitted by only the club representative and/or 
representatives to the host club.  Late entries, if allowed by the Host Club will dance first 
in the reverse order of entry, will be excluded from the draw, and will pay a $10 per 
person late fee. Exception: Late entry cut-off for Routine Contests will be no later than 30 
days prior to the event, without exception.   

 
(f) The substitution of a dancer will be allowed if requested at the dancers meeting, with no 

late penalty fee, only if such request is presented by his and/or her club representative 
and, if cross club dancing, approved by both clubs involved.    
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2. CROSS-CLUB DANCING:  Cross-Club dancing will be allowed in all contests. Both 
partners must meet the requirements for the contest in which the couple is competing.  Club 
points for cross-club couples will be split equally between the two clubs represented for the 
OKSSDA trophy. 

 
3. DANCER’S MEETING 

 
(a) A mandatory dancer’s meeting will be held prior to the start of competition.   

 
(b) Either partner or their respective Club Representative must represent a couple. 

 
(c) Drawing for position of dancer order will be done at the mandatory Dancer’s  Meeting.  

Each couple, or their respective club representative, must draw for their position.   
 

(d) Couples not represented at the drawing will be disqualified. 
 

(e) Contestants will be held responsible to know when and where the dancer’s meeting will 
be held. 

 
4. MUSIC 
 

(a) Contestant music must be provided on CD and must be compatible to the sound system 
provided. 

 
(b) Contestant music must have specific written instructions attached to their CD.   

 
(c) The DJ will begin CDs at the beginning of the song requested.  NO special queuing will 

be allowed. 
 

(d) Contestants are responsible to pick up their own music. 
 

(e) Pre-scheduled “floor tryouts” must allow all routine contestants the opportunity to check 
the music on the event sound system and make any necessary volume and speed 
adjustments, as well as a minimum of one full run-through of their routine on the 
competition floor. 

 
5. CONTEST CHECK-IN:  Competitors are responsible to be in attendance prior to the 

scheduled time for.the contest.  If a couple is tardy for their place in the dance rotation, but 
appear before the end of their class, that couple will forfeit one placement in their final 
placement 

 
6. CONDUCT:  Judging will be done during the couple’s dance presentation, but may be 

influenced by a couple’s actions during the entire time they are on the floor.  Therefore,  
good conduct should be maintained at all times.  Unsportsmanlike conduct or harassment by 
contestants of officials or other competitors will be cause for disqualification.  If a couple is 
disqualified, their scores will not be counted toward the OKSSDA trophy.  
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7. PROBLEMS ON THE COMPETITION FLOOR:   
 

(a) If mechanical, clothing, injuries or other problems occur during a routine, the dancers 
may stop and make the problem known.  They will request judgment from the Club 
representative and, if granted, the couple will start the dance over as if nothing happened.  
If the judgment is not granted, the couple has lost the opportunity to dance, and the scores 
are noted accordingly.   
 

(b) When a couple walks off the floor without finishing, the performance will be considered 
incomplete. 
   

(c) An error is not a reason to start again.  Each problem is judged differently depending 
upon the nature of the problem.  Generally, if the problem is within the dancers’ control, 
they should continue.  If it is outside their control and they choose to stop, the ruling may 
be favorable, but is a risk the dancers take. 

 
(d) If music needs adjustment during the contest, contestants have ten (10) seconds after the 

music begins to request a restart. 
 

8. OKSSDA TROPHY:  All Contests listed in Section V.C., except Jack & Jill Contests, qualify 
for the compiled point total toward the OKSSDA Club Trophy. 

 
9. ERRORS, VIOLATIONS & GRIEVANCES  

 
(a) An error is an apparent unintentional breach of the OKSSDA Rules.  A violation is a 

serious and apparently intentional breach of these rules. 
 
(b) Failure to comply with any OKSSDA Rules for competition (whether error or violation) 

may result in disqualification or 1 placement drop per breach, at the discretion of the 
available club representatives.   

 
(c) Time violations will result in a score of “zero” (0). 

 
(d) If a violation is filed against a couple, the couple will be notified immediately and may 

choose to file a grievance through the Club Representative.  If a grievance is filed, the 
Club Representative may take the decision of the judges or review the tape and ask for a 
vote of the available Club Representatives. 

 
(e) Grievances must be submitted to the club representative within thirty (30) minutes after 

the final couple has danced in their class. 
 

(f) The club representative will notify an OKSSDA delegate who will call together all club 
representatives and all OKSSDA delegates present to make judgment on the grievance 
based on the OKSSDA Articles of Association. 
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G. JUDGING  
 

1. The contest rules and the Scoring System Rules (see Appendix A) adopted by the OKSSDA 
will apply to all classes and categories of dance. Judging criteria will be applied as displayed 
on the Judging Form (see Attachment 2). 

 
2. There will be a maximum of seven (7) overall judging positions, plus one (1) alternate judge 

for each contest.   
 
(a)  Judges for each contest will be selected from the clubs on a rotational basis, using the 

club hosting rotation schedule as a guideline for order, continuing to rotate through the 
club order until all seven (7) judging (and timekeeper) positions have been filled. 

  
(b) One alternate Judge will be selected for each contest, using the afore mentioned rotation 

for selection of judges.  Judges who are not checked in 5 minutes prior to contest time 
will be replaced by the Alternate judge at the discretion of the Overseer 

 
(c) Selection of the alternate judge for a contest does not “count” as filling a regular judging 

position.  The club who assigned the alternate judge for the previous contest would be the 
first to assign a judge for the next contest. 

 
 
3. Judges who judge a contest are not allowed in the scoring room during the scoring process 

for that contest (or after turning in his/her scoresheet), unless requested by the Overseer or 
Tally room staff for questions regarding their scoring. 

 
4. Judges for 1998 and subsequent contests will be certified at one of the four area Judging 

Seminars to be held in OKC, Tulsa, Kansas City, and Wichita. To be eligible to attend this 
seminar, you must first be certified as a judge by your member club. There will be at least 
one of the appointed State Judging Coordinators, (Peter Brangaccio , Will Carlton, Jeanne 
DeGeyter, Johnnie Fulks, Austin Murrey, Nick Nichols, Paul Rameriz, Harry Reese, Chelsea 
Rodgers, Bing Wines) present in order to make the seminar an official State Judging Seminar 
for certification.  

(a) No one may judge in an OKSSDA contest that has not been certified at one of the area 
State Judging Seminars. The seminar will be presented using only the OKSSDA 
approved Judging guidelines. All Judging Seminars will be held on a weekend. The last 
of the four (4) State Judging Seminars must be held no later than forty-five (45) days 
prior to the contest. 

(b) Judges must be experienced Swing Dance competitors. Newcomer level dancers may 
only mock judge until they have moved above the Newcomer class. Judges for Novice 
contests must be Novice level competitors or above. Judges for Intermediate, Advanced 
or Non-Am/Am contests must be Intermediate level, or above, competitors or must have 
a minimum of 5 years judging experience in OKSSDA events. Additionally, judges for 
heated contests with more than 2 couples, must have at least 2 years of judging 
experience. They may not be contestants in the class being judged.   
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5. Any person who has completed the State Judging Seminar but has never judged an OKSSDA 
contest will not be authorized to judge a contest until they have” mock" judged at least four 
(4) classes of competition in one contest. People who have judged at the SWRDA, NASDE 
or WSDC events are excluded from “mock” judging qualification.  After mock judging, their 
scores will be reviewed by the State Judging Coordinators to either be authorized to judge or 
referred for additional training at their own club.  A person who mock judges as specified 
above is presumed eligible to judge unless advised to the contrary by the State Judging 
Coordinators. 

 
6. All judges' names and relative placement will be displayed, by couple, for each class of the 

competition. The relative placement will be displayed in an open and easily accessible area 
after all of the contestant awards have been presented.  Posted final results MUST include 
first and last names of both contestants & the Club for which each competitor danced.��  
Relative placement may be displayed after the awards for a class of competition have been 
presented. However, the judges' names may not be displayed until after the awards for all 
categories of the competition have been presented. 

 
7. All scores will be subsequently reviewed, to identify inappropriate judging and to make 

recommendations at the pre-competition meeting for elimination of those judges who should 
not judge again without further extensive training and/or re-certification. 

 
8. All ties shall be broken using the tie ordinal tie-breaking process (see Attachment 1).  

 
9. Scoring in the competition will be based upon a numbering system which ranges from 10.0 

through 100.0.  Judges must give a raw number score as well as ranking of contestants on 
their Judging Sheet (see Attachment 2).  In case of duplication of scores, the ranking will 
break the tie.  Judges will be allowed to finish writing their comments in the Tally Room 
immediately following each contest/category. The Relative Placement System (see Appendix 
A) then will be applied to said scores. 

 
10. A judge may be removed if a 2/3 vote of the club representatives at the competition 

determines that judge's behavior is detrimental to his or her ability to judge fairly or if that 
judge’s behavior violates reasonable and ethical behavior.  A club representative may also 
make an appeal, at the pre-comp meeting, for a one-year probation or a restriction based on 
inappropriate behavior or judging.” 

 
Official staff are expected to maintain professional conduct during the event.  Regarding 
contests where officials are directly involved as a Judge, Club Rep or Tally Room staff, the 
following behaviors are considered inappropriate and may be cause for a temporary or 
permanent dismissal by a 2/3 vote of club representatives at either the dance event or a pre-
comp meeting: publicly voicing bias toward or against competitors during the event; 
discussing contest scores with competitors, spectators or other judges before awards; offering 
unsolicited advice or detailed comments to competitors; harassing other judges about their 
scores; unsolicited promotion of private or club lessons to contestants from other clubs, 
smoking, drinking (or being intoxicated) while judging or acting as a club representative 
during the event, or causing a delay of contest through disruption or by not being present on 
time.  



OKSSDA Articles of Association                                                                                                     as revised May 15, 2010 
 
  

Page 20 

 
11. Judges that have judged for the last three (3) years are presumptively certified regardless of 

whether they attend a judging seminar or not, assuming they have not been decertified by the 
de-certification process. 

 
 

H. CLUB REPRESENTATIVES (Overseer) 
�

1. Each club will appoint a club representative prior to the competition to act in its behalf 
during the contest. 

 
2. The host club will appoint a Contest Overseer, who shall be responsible for club and 

competitor compliance of rules, as well as overseeing judges, floor coordinators, contestants 
and the scoring room. The overseer may not judge or MC. 

 
3. Club representatives will be present in the tally room and are responsible for overseeing the 

tallying of all judges' scores, filing grievances on their own club's behalf, and overseeing the 
judges' scores.  All club representatives must have attended a Tally Room Procedures and 
Scoring System Rules (Appendix A) seminar each year unless permanently certified.  To 
participate in tally room calculations you must be permanently certified.  A Tally Room 
Procedure and Scoring System Seminar will be held in conjunction with the OKSSDA 
Judging seminars (V, G, 3). 

 
4. Club representatives will be held responsible to retain copies of all scores, to be graphed and 

evaluated at a later date.  Any inconsistencies will be presented to the Board of Supervisors 
for appropriate action at the meeting following the competition. 

 
5. Club representatives may not be a judge or a contestant in the class being judged. 

 
6. Club representatives will verify timekeepers' decisions in cases of dispute. 

 
7. Club reps that pass with 100% on a written exam for tally shall be permanently certified.  

However, judging re-certification shall be necessary, unless qualified pursuant to V, G, 10 
 

8. Full judging results (with full disclosure by judge) will be distributed to all clubs by e-mail or 
mail within ten (10) days after the event.  Mock judge results must also be provided to the 
clubs who provide mock judge(s). 

 
I. TIMEKEEPER   

 
1. There will be two (2) official timekeepers, one of whom will signal at two and one- half (2-

1/2) minutes for a warning and call time at three (3) minutes if the couple is still dancing.  
The two and one-half (2-1/2) minute warning may be waived by the contestants when they 
approach the dance floor. 
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(a) The timekeepers will start the clock the moment either member of the dance team takes a 
step or makes a definite arm movement to the music. 
 

(b) The timekeepers will log the time on each couple. 
 

(c) The timekeepers will be certified judges. 
 

2. There will be two (2) official timekeepers to time the "Swing" content in each couple's 
routine. 
 
(a) The timekeepers will attend the judges' meeting for certification. 

 
(b) The timekeepers will start the clock the instant "Swing" dance movement is initiated and 

cease when "Swing" dancing is stopped. 
 

(c) The timekeepers will present a total "Swing" content time danced per couple to the 
judges. 

 
3. It is the responsibility of the time keepers to report to the head judge if a couple appears to 

have danced less than required time.  The head judge may rule either to accept the time(s) or 
request review of the video tape by all of the judges to verify the time.  After verification, the 
head judge will report their findings to the Host Club chairperson for disposition.  The couple 
should be notified immediately so that, if they wish, they may file a grievance.  If a grievance 
is filed, the club representatives may take the decision of the judges or review the tape.  If a 
time violation has occurred, the couple will be given a score of "zero" (0). 

 
 

J. AWARDS AND TROPHIES 
 
1. TROPHIES 

 
(a) Trophies will be awarded to each of the first four couples and teams – two (2) trophies 

per couple and one (1) trophy per team, in each contest.  In the event a contest has less 
than four couples, then the number of trophies awarded may be reduced by the Host 
Club. For Non-Am/AM Contests, only the AM is awarded a trophy.   
 

(b) Trophies will be awarded to the first place couple in the JACK AND JILL CLASS. 
 
(c) No trophies will be awarded and no scores will be posted prior to the end of all the 

contests on each day of competition. Trophies for Teams – One (1) trophy per team. 
 

2. OKSSDA TROPHY 
 
(a)  A trophy/plaque will be awarded to the club with the most points in all contests (Jack 

and Jill excluded) compiled by totaling all   Relative Placement entries as:   
        1st - 5 points, 2nd - 4 points, 3rd - 3 points, and 4th - 2 points.   
All participating entries will be counted as one (1) point each. All Non-Am/AM Strictly 
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Swing Contestestants will be awarded one-half the points previously defined.   
 

(b) A tie will be broken by finding which of the two (2) or more clubs had the most 1st place 
placements; or in the event of a tie, the most 2nd place placements, etc.  

 
END OF OKSSDA ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 
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Appendix A to the OKSSDA Articles of Association  
TALLY ROOM PROCEDURES  

 

TALLY ROOM SELECTION AND CONDUCT 

1. The Tally Room Procedures and Scoring System Rules attached hereto as Appendix A are made part of 
these OKSSDA Articles of Association. 

2. Tally Room Representatives:  Each club will appoint a tally room representative prior to the competition to 
act in their behalf in tabulating the scores of the contestants.  This person must be a certified tally room 
representative. 

a. Tally room representatives must not be a judge or a contestant in the competition at hand. 

b. Tally room representatives have a right to call any judge into the tally room for the purpose of asking 
questions related to his/her scores without requiring a majority consent of the tally room 
representatives. 

c. Tally room representatives may file a grievance on any unjust scores. 

d. Anyone revealing information from the tally room prior to the announcement of the results will be 
prohibited from being a tally room representative for a minimum of two (2) years. 

3. Tally room personnel certification requirements:  The certification tests must include the following: 

i. Tally Room Procedures. 

ii.  Relative placement calculations. 

iii.  Determination and application of penalty points. 

iv. Application of Scoring System Rules to a contest containing five (5) judges and a minimum of ten 
(10) couples. 

v. Scrutiny of relative placements. 

The purposes of the Tally Room are: 

1. Tabulation of dancers' scores 

2. Application of the Scoring System Rules to the dancers' scores 

3. Scrutiny of relative placements to assure fair judging 

4. Scrutinize the relative placements to assure fair judging, allow the disqualification of a judge for a 
contest with a simple majority vote of the Club Representatives present,, and note any discrepancies 
for later review by the OKSSDA Judging Coordinators or Board. 

5. Reapplication of the Scoring System Rules if a judge or judge’s scores are removed. 

Overseer and Tally Room Representatives 

The Overseer and Tally Room Representatives must be certified in Tally Room Procedures and Scoring System 
Rules. 

Overseer 

The host club should provide the Overseer.  The Overseer is the person that watches the judges to make sure that 
they are doing their duty, and could recommend that a judge's scores be eliminated for misconduct (i.e. not paying 
attention to the dancers, talking, etc.).  The Overseer watches the judges, collects the scores, and oversees the final 
tabulation of the scores in the Tally Room.  The Overseer is also responsible for timing entrances and apart dancing 
of the couples as defined in the contest rules. 

Tally Room Representative 

Each club in the Association may participate in the Tally Room process by providing a certified Tally Room 
Representative.  The club may provide a Tally Room Representative even if they do not have any dancers in the 
contest.  A club is allowed to have different Tally Room Representatives for the various contests.  However, the 
Tally Room Representative must not have danced or judged in the contest that they are representing.  This 
specifically allows Tally Room Representatives to dance in other contests or to judge other contests as long as it is 
not the contest in which they are serving as Tally Room Representative. 

Collection and Tabulation of Scores 

The judges will use a form with the layout and judging criteria as Attachment 2.  Immediately after the last couple 
has danced, all Tally Room Representatives and the Overseer will proceed to the Tally Room for final tabulation.  
The scores must be evaluated after each contest. 
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Tally Room Equipment 

The Tally Room should be provided with the following: 

1. A complete and up-to-date set of the Articles of Association, which also includes Judging Guidelines, Tally 
Room Procedures and Scoring System Rules. 

2. A complete list of the Board of Representatives members assigned to each contest. 

3. A computer, printer (to print judging forms and results), and software (programmed to apply the Scoring 
System Rules). 

4.    Judging forms, enough Clipboards (or folders) for all judging and contest staff, 4 stopwatches  

 

Scrutiny of Relative Placements 

The Overseer and Tally Room Representatives will scrutinize the relative placements as to favoritism or prejudice 
by the trend of the other judges and by club affiliation.  The Overseer and Tally Room Representatives will look for: 

1. Judging a couple from his/her club higher than the trend of the other judges. 

2. Judging a couple from his/her club lower than the trend of the other judges. 

3. Judging any couple lower than the trend of the other judges. 

4. Judging any couple higher than the trend of the other judges. 

5. Predetermined opinions at the onset of the contest. 

6. Any judge that “boxes” his/her scores in by giving very high scores in the early part of a contest.  Example:  
A judges gave couple #4 a perfect score of 100 in a contest where there are 15 couples, thus not allowing 
the possibility for any of the remaining couples to score higher than couple #4. 

7.     Any Judge's score that is statistically outside the expected range of scores, given the standard deviation of 
the contest at hand.  This information will be available only if computerized methods are used to apply the 
Scoring System Rules. 

Removal of a Judge's Scores 

A two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Tally Room Representatives present in the Tally Room must agree before a 
Judge's score can be removed.  The Overseer Judge must be present for all votes in the Tally Room.  The Referee 
Judge's scores are subjected to the same scrutiny as the other Judges' scores once they are introduced in the Tally 
Room for either replacing an Overall Performance Judge's scores or breaking a tie in the final results. 

Representation of Judges Facing Disqualification 

If requested by any Tally Room Representative, a judge may be called into the Tally Room to answer questions 
involving his/her individual scores.  A majority vote of the Representatives is not required for the judge to be called. 

Representation of Couples Facing Disqualification 

In the case of a couple risking disqualification from the contest, at the Tally Room Representatives' request, they 
may be allowed to speak in their own behalf before being disqualified. 

Judges in the Tally Room 

At the request of the Tally Room Representatives, a judge may be permitted in the Tally Room to answer questions 
of a technical nature that do not relate to the quality of his/her scores.  For example, the judge may be able to answer 
questions on the Scoring System, Tally Room Procedures, Robert's Rules of Order, or on the equipment used in the 
Tally Room. 

Confidentiality of Tally Room Results 

The Overseer and all Tally Room Representatives serving in the Tally Room have an obligation to hold the results 
confidential until after the awards ceremony.  Anyone revealing information from the Tally Room prior to the 
announcement of contest results will be prohibited from serving as a Tally Room representative for a minimum of 
two (2) years. 
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SCORING SYSTEM RULES 
 

 

Rule 1.0 - Number of Judges 

1.1 Strictly Swing and Progressive Style Contests: 
 Overall Performance Judges (Refer to the Articles for the applicable number of judges) 
 One (1) Referee Judge 
 Two (2) Time Keepers 

1.2 Judging Majority 

 Number of Judges Number for Majority 

 7 4 

 6 4 

 5 3 

 4 3 

 3 2 

 2 2 

 1 1 

Rule 2.0 - Judges 

2.1 Raw scores must fall in the range of 1 to 100 points.  Scores of zero are not allowed.  Placements for all 
contestants should also be provided. 

2.2 Decimal point scores are allowed. 

2.3 A Judge must give each dancing couple a different score.  No duplicate scores are allowed. 

2.4 In the event a Judge assigns duplicate scores, the placement assigned to those couples will be used to 
determine the judge’s intent.  If placements are not provided and there are duplicate scores, the judge will 
automatically have his/her scores eliminated.  This is not a debatable issue. 

2.5 Elimination of Judge's scores will result in a fewer number of judges used to determine the final outcome 
of the contest.  See Rule 1.2 to determine the judging majority. 

2.7 The Judges' raw scores will not be adjusted in the Tally room for penalty infractions.  Judges are 
responsible to make their own adjustments for errors and minor infractions or call for a meeting of the 
contest judges in the case of a major violation of the rules.  

Rule 3.0 - Tie Breaking Guidelines 

In the case of a Tie using the Relative Placement System, another round of the Relative Placement will be 
applied to the contestants involved in the tie (See in Attachment 1-“Ordinal Placement Tie-Breaker”) 

Rule 4.0 - Penalty Guidelines 

4.1 Judges are responsible to make their own adjustments or call for a meeting of the contest judges in the 
case of a major violation of the rules.  

4.2 Violations which warrant a meeting of the Judges include: 

A. Excessive Entrances (Timed by the Timekeeper) 

B. Apart dancing exceeding limits for that style (Timed by the Timekeeper) 

C. Violations of appropriate dress  

D. Number of lifts and drops allowed for style 

E.    Length of Routine performance (Timed by the Timekeeper) 

4.3 A majority of the Judges must have indicated the violation in order to penalize the couple. 

4.4 The scoring system is used without any subtraction of penalty points from the raw scores. 

4.5 The penalty per infraction is a loss of one place in the final standings.  This guarantees that a definite 
penalty will occur for each violation of the rules. 
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4.6 Couples must be adjusted in the pre-penalized order of first place to last place. 

 Example: 

 Pre-Penalized Results 
 Ranking Couple No. Penalties 
 1 3 2 
 2 4 0 
 3 1 1 
 4 2 1 
 5 6 1 
 6 5 0 
 
Results After Penalties - Using Proper Method 
 Ranking Couple No. Penalties 
 1 4 0 
 2 3 0 
 3 1 0 
 4 2 0 
 5 6 0 
 6 5 0 
Methodology: A four-step method is used since there are four couples penalized.  
 (*) Indicates adjustments at each step. 
 
 Order Before Adjusting for Penalties: 
 Ranking Couple No. Penalties 
 1 3 2 
 2 4 0 
 3 1 1 
 4 2 1 
 5 6 1 
 6 5 0 
 Step 1 - Penalize Couple No. 3: 
 Ranking  Couple No.  Penalties 
 1 4 0 
 2 1 1 
 3 *3* 0 Dropped 2 Places 
 4 2 1 
 5 6 1 
 6 5  0 
 Step 2 - Penalize Couple No. 1: 
 Ranking Couple No. Penalties 
 1 4 0 
 2 3 0 
 3 *1* 0 Dropped 1 Place 
 4 2 1 
 5 6 1 
 6 5 0 
 Step 3 - Penalize Couple No. 2: 
 Ranking Couple No. Penalties 
 1 4 0 
 2 3 0 
 3 1 0 
 4 6 1 
 5 *2* 0 Dropped 1 Place 
  6 5 0 
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 Step 4 - Penalize Couple No. 6: 
 Ranking Couple No. Penalties 
 1 4 0 
 2 3 0 
 3 1 0 
 4 2 0 
 5 *6* 0 Dropped 1 Place 
 6 5 0 
 Completion of Step 4 provides the final order for the contest. 
 
Rule 5.0 - Determining Relative Placements 

 Each individual Judge's numerical scores are converted to his/her relative placements.  This involves 
ranking each Judge's scores on a highest to lowest basis.  In a five couple contest, a Judge's highest score 
would receive a relative placement of 1, and his/her lowest score would receive a relative placement of 5. 

 Example: For Judge "A" - 

   Relative 

 Couple Score Placement 

 1 50 5 

 2 70.5 3 

 3 95 1 

 4 80 2 

 5 60 4 

 

Rule 6.0 - General Guidelines Concerning Rules 7.0 – 10.0 

6.1 Final places must be awarded to all couples who have a majority of placements for the position under 
review before any of the remaining couples can be considered. 

6.2 When a final place has been allocated, draw a line across the remaining place columns for the couple 
receiving the placement. 

6.3 During the placement process, a placement column must never be skipped for the unplaced couples. 

6.4 When summing relative placements at a particular level, use only the relative placements that form the 
majority at that level to create the sum. 

Rule 7.0 - Allocation of Positions - Simple Case 

 The winner of a particular contest is the couple who is placed first by an absolute majority of the judges.  
The couple who is placed second or better by an absolute majority of the judges receives second place.  
The remaining positions are allocated in a similar manner. 

Couple 
Number

Judges' Placements Total Relative Placements Final 
Place

1

2

3

4

5

6

A B C D E 1 1-2 1-3 1-4 1-5 1-6

1 5 1 1 2

2

3

4

5

6

2

3

4

1

6

5

3

2

4

6

4

2

3

5

6

1

3

4

5

6

3

1

-

-

1

3

1

1

1

5

2

1

5

2 5

5

1

2

3

4

5

6- - - - -  
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Rule 8.0 - More Than One Couple Has a Majority for the Same Position 

 The couple with the largest majority shall be allocated the position under review and the couple with the 
next largest majority, the following position.  This process continues for as many couples as have a 
majority for the position under review. 

Couple 
Number

Judges' Placements Total Relative Placements Final 
PlaceA B C D E 1 1-2 1-3 1-4 1-5 1-6

1

2

3

4

5

6

1 1 1 4 4

3

2

4

5

6

2

5

3

4

6

2

5

4

3

6

1

2

5

3

6

1

2

3

5

6

3

2

-

-

-

4

3

-

-

2

2

4

3

5

1

2

3

4

5

6- - - - -  
 Note the use of Rules 6.1, 6.2, and 6.3. 

 

Rule 9.0 - Two or More Couples Have an Equal Majority 

9.1 If such majorities are equal, then the lowest total sum of the placements that form the majority shall 
determine the allocation of the position under review. 

Couple 
Number

Judges' Placements Total Relative Placements Final 
PlaceA B C D E 1 1-2 1-3 1-4 1-5 1-6

Rule 10.1

1

2

3

4

5

6

1 1 1 5 5

2

5

3

4

6

2

5

3

4

6

5

2

4

3

6

1

2

6

3

4

4

2

1

3

6

3

1

-

1

-

3(5)

3(6)

1

-

3(7)

3(9)

5

1

2

3

4

5

6- - - 1 1

 
 Note the use of Rule 6.4.  The numbers in parentheses are the sum of the relative placements at that point. 
 Tie for 2nd place:  Couple No. 2: 1+2+2=5  (Receives 2nd place) 
  Couple No. 3: 2+2+2=6  (Receives 3rd place) 
 Tie for 4th place: Couple No. 4: 1+3+3=7  (Receives 4th place) 
  Couple No. 5: 3+3+3=9  (Receives 5th place) 
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9.2 If the numeric sums of placements are equal, the next lower place or places, for only to the couples 
concerned, must be included until a majority is reached. 

Couple 
Number

Judges' Placements Total Relative Placements Final 
PlaceA B C D E 1 1-2 1-3 1-4 1-5 1-6

Rule 10.2

1

2

3

4

5

6

2 1 5 1 1

1

5

3

4

6

2

6

3

4

5

2

1

3

4

6

5

2

3

6

4

5

2

6

4

3

3

1

1

-

-

3(5)

3(5)

-

-

3(5)

4

- 4

1

2

3

4

5

6- - 1 2 3

3(5)

3(5)

3(5)

4

5

 
 Note the use of Rule 6.1 where both couples 2 and 3 reached a majority position at the 1-2 level.  Both 

couples have an equal majority and an equal sum of placements.  Rule 9.2 states that the next lower 
position column for only the couples involved will be considered.  If, by mistake, all couples were 
included in the next evaluation, couple 4 would have received second place in error. 

 

Rule 10.0 - No Couple Receives a Majority for the Position Under Review 

 If no couple receives a majority of "firsts", then the winner is the couple that is placed "second or higher" 
by a majority of the judges.  If no couple receives a majority of "second or higher" placements, then the 
"third and higher" and, if necessary, subsequently lower place columns must be included, subject to Rules 
8.0, 9.1, and 9.2. 

Couple 
Number

Judges' Placements Total Relative Placements Final 
Place

1

A B C D E 1 1-2 1-3 1-4 1-5 1-6

1

2

3

4

5

6

1 1 3 2 3

6

2

4

5

3

5

4

2

6

3

4

1

5

2

6

1

5

6

3

4

1

5

2

4

6

2

2

1

-

-

2

2

2

1

2

2

2 3(9)

1

2

3

4

5

6- - 2 3(10)

2

3(7)

3(6)

3

3(8)

 

 
 


